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any thing is too bulky for the post, let me have it by the carrier. I do not like trusting winds and waves.
' I am, dear Sir,
' Your most, &c.
' SAM. JOHNSON.' •Jan. 29,1774-
To THE SAME.
'DEAR SIR,
' In a day or two after I had written the last discontented letter, I received my box, which was very welcome. But still I must entreat you to hasten Dr. Webster, and continue to pick up what you can that may be useful.
' Mr. Oglethorpe was with me this morning, you know his errand. He was not unwelcome.
' Tell Mrs. Boswell that my good intentions towards her still continue. I should be glad to do any thing that would either benefit or please her.
' Chambers is not yet gone, but so hurried, or so negligent, or so proud, that I rarely see him. I have, indeed, for some weeks past, been very ill of a cold and cough, and have been at Mrs. Thrale's, that I might be taken care of. I am much better : nova rcdeunt in pra.Ua vires:; but I am yet tender, and easily disordered. How happy it was that neither of us were ill in the Hebrides.
' The question of Literary Property is this day before the Lords3. Murphy3 drew up the Appellants' case, that is, the plea against the perpetual right. I have not seen it, nor heard the decision. I would not have the right perpetual.
' I will write to you as any thing occurs, arid do you send me something about my Scottish friends. I have very great kindness
1 Perhaps Johnson imperfectly remembered,' nova redicre m pris-tina "vires' JEneid, xii. 424.
4 See ante, i. 506. The decision was given on Feb. 22 against the perpetual right. ' By the above decision near 2oo,ooo/. worth of what was honestly purchased at public sale, and which was yesterday thought property, is now reduced to nothing. . . . The English booksellers have now no other security in future for any literary purchase they may make but the statute of the 8th of Queen Anne, which secures to the author's assigns an exclusive property.for 14 years, to revert again to the author, and vest in him for 14 years more.' Ann. .%-. 1774,1.95.
3 Murphy was a barrister as well as author.
fork, in,Ayrshire.   BOSWELL.
